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BELLEVILLE e When the O'Fallon girls Share
basketball team found itself trailing by 12

points in the second quarter Thursday night at
Belleville East, coach Ryan Massey had a simple
message for the Panthers: Don't panic.

O'Fallon heeded Massey's advice, pulling within three
points by halftime on the way to a 62-58 victory. The
Panthers improved to 10-6 overall and 7-3 in the
Southwestern Conference.

"I feel like the girls are starting to learn to play with
some poise and confidence," Massey said. "(East)
went on a big run, but we played through it and got
back in it. This was a good team effort and a lot of
people played well for us."

The loss snapped a seven-game winning streak for
East, which slipped to 12-7 and 6-4.

"I felt our defense was better than the first time we
played them (a 72-59 loss at O'Fallon on Dec. 16),
but we can't get into a shooting contest with them,"
East coach Andrea Seipp said. "We've got to be able
to get stops so that we can push the ball up the
floor. We did that in the second quarter, and that's
when we got on a run."

A jumper by Taylor Klingelhoefer gave O'Fallon a 15- most popular
9 lead with 1 minute 42 seconds remaining in the
first quarter. But a 13-0 East run, capped by two free | Most Commented || Most Read || Facebook |
O'Fallon's Kaitlin Kendall (34) is guarded by Belleville East's throws from Mariah Sunkett, put the Lancers ahead
Mariah Sunkett as she drives to the basket during 33-21 with 2:37 to play in the second quarter.

Thursday's game. (John Swistak Jr. | Journal)
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1 Bernie Bytes: A new boss at Rams Park

O'Fallon, however, scored the last nine points of the 1 Fox High School teacher charged with having
half to cut East's lead to 33-30. sex with student
1 Bernie Bytes: On B. Schottenheimer and the
"(Katie) Roustio was great tonight," Massey said of the 6-foot-2 junior. "She altered a bunch of shots around Rams
the paint, and she was very aggressive.” 1 Names surfacing for Fisher's staff

The second half was a back-and-forth affair, with neither team leading more than five points until a free 1 Mozeliak and DeWitt on Pujols: Do you agree?

throw by Roustio put O'Fallon ahead 60-54 with 59 seconds remaining in the fourth quarter. East got within
60-58 on Sunkett's turnaround jumper with nine seconds on the clock, but the Panthers clinched the win on
two free throws by Kaitlin Kendall with eight seconds left.

1 Gregg Williams to be Rams defensive
coordinator

1 Fans applaud Cards GM on Pujols outcome
1 DeWitt: Cardinals wanted Pujols

"In previous games, we've kind of lost it and not had our heads up, but tonight we kept our composure and
did well under control," Kendall said. "We didn't get down on ourselves."

Kendall had a team-high 19 points for O'Fallon, including a pair of 3-pointers in the fourth quarter. Roustio
(13 points), Taylor Underwood (11) and Taylor Klingelhoefer (10) also were in double figures for the

Panthers. Deals, Offers and Events
"We're a really good team that works together,” Kendall said. "I knew I had to work a lot on my game if | 10% OFF HVAC Services!

want to play in college, and I've put a lot of time into improving my shooting." McGinnis Heating and Air Conditioning
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Brown led East with 23 points. Sunkett finished with 20.
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