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Taylor Klingelhoefer scored 21 points and Kaitlin Kendall added 17 points as the O'Fallon
Panthers held off the 64-62 Belleville West Maroons in a Southwestern Conference game.

O'Fallon coach Ryan Massey said the Panthers had the ball, but committed a turnover with
seven seconds left.

West's Erica McCaster missed a 3-pointer from the corner with about four seconds left.

"We just held on by the skin of our teeth,''
Massey said. "It's a very, very good win for
us. Belleville West has played well since the
last time they'd played us.''

The Maroons (16-11, 5-7) had won seven
of their last 10 games since a 66-63 loss to
the Panthers on Jan. 4.

The Panthers (15-11, 6-6) snapped a
three-game losing streak.

The two teams will meet for the third time
this season on Feb. 15 in the Class 4A
O'Fallon Regional.

Taylor Underwood had 10 points and Sabre
Flager had eight points for the Panthers, who got only one point from center Katie Roustio,
who spent much of the game in foul trouble.

"That's a sign of maturity as a team,'' Massey said of several other players picking up their
game with Roustio on the bench. "That's what we need.''

The Maroons were paced by McCaster with 24 points and Emily Becker with 14 points.

The Panthers took a 15-11 lead, but the Maroons outscored them 23-13 in the second
quarter to go ahead 34-28.

The Panthers outscored the Maroons 19-11 in the fourth quarter.

"It was a game of runs,'' Massey said. "We came out hot early and hit four or five 3's and
went up. They came back in the second quarter and kind of righted the ship. We were
down by 11 in the third quarter, but we got some stops on defense and some rebounds
and we got back on track.''
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