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Mascoutah: Highland topples unbeatens en
route to championship

By Joe  Harris | Spe cial to  the  Post -Dispatch | No Comme nts Poste d | Poste d: We dne sday, De ce mbe r
29, 2010 10:55 pm

MASCOUTAH, Ill. •
Meet the Highland girls
basketball team, also  known as The Giant Killers.

In the span of nine hours on Wednesday at the
Mascoutah Invitational, Highland knocked off two
previously unbeaten teams. The first victim was
Mater Dei, No. 1 in the STLhighschoolsports
small- schools rankings. Then, Highland came
back a few hours later to beat Nashville 40-35 in
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Highland's Katie Hempen guards
Nashville's Jenna Morris during the
first half of the championship game of the
Mascoutah Invitational on Wednesday. (Photo by
Sarah Conard)
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the tournament championship.

"I think the kids were fundamentally sound today,
and they did a great job of executing our offense,"
Highland coach Matt Elledge said. "This is
probably the best day of basketball we've had all
season."

Nashville didn't make it easy, racing back from an
11-point second-half deficit to tie the game at 33-
33 with 4:22 left in the fourth.

But 19 seconds later, Katie Hempen completed a
traditional 3-point play to give the lead back to
Highland (13-2).

"I didn't know the game was tied, to tell you the
truth," Hempen said. "We were just playing our
game. We worked hard against Mater Dei, but
why work hard just to lose in the championship
game? We wanted it."

Hempen found Trina Isaak for a basket on
Highland's next possession to make it 38-33.
Nashville cut it to 38-35 and had the ball with a
minute left when Isaak drew a charging call on

Shawn Rennegarbe with 59 seconds left.

"It was pretty intense, but I knew I had to take it," Isaak said.

Nashville (14-1) had one last chance to tie it in the final seconds, but Hempen grabbed the rebound
and was fouled with :00.9 left. Her two free throws iced the game.

Hempen finished with a team-high 15 points, and Isaak added nine points. Both were named to the All-
Tournament first team.

Back to back 3-pointers late in the first quarter by Sarah Trobaugh and Hempen gave Highland a 10-
6 lead. The Bulldogs extended the lead to 25-14 in the third quarter before Nashville came back with a
19-8 run to tie it.

Jennifer Moeller scored a game-high 19 points for Nashville. Moeller was also named to the All-
Tournament first team.
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"The girls did a great job fighting back against a quality team in Highland," Nashville coach Wayne
Harre said. "We just made several mistakes at the end of the game, and we've got to get better."

Highland, No. 9 among area large schools, has won five consecutive games and nine of its last 10. It
is the second Mascoutah Invitational title for the Bulldogs, who last won it in 2006.

In o ther games Wednesday:

Mat er Dei 57, Belleville  West  29 •  It wasn't fo r the championship as he had expected, but Mater Dei
coach Dave Kohnen had no doubt the Knights would be ready for the third-place game.

And it was their opponent, Belleville West, that paid the price.

Mater Dei, bouncing back from a semifinal loss to  Highland earlier in the day, took a 33-12 halftime lead and
coasted to  a 57-29 win over the Maroons.

"I had never had any doubt because this team has a lo t o f character," Kohnen said. "When you play hard,
good things happen."

Kohnen blamed himself fo r the loss to  Highland.

"We were sluggish, and we were never in sync on both ends o f the floor," he said. "I don't think I prepared
them well enough."

Brooke Schulte had 14 po ints against West. Ashley Rakers added 13 as the Knights improved to  13-1. Erika
McCaster had 10 po ints fo r West, all in the second half.

Highland 55, Mat er Dei 46 •  A superb defensive effort and a so lid inside game lifted the Bulldogs (12-2) to
a semifinal win over the defending champion Knights, who dropped to  13-1.

Mater Dei led 15-11 after one quarter, but a 9-0  Highland run, capped by Trina Isaak's 3-po inter, gave the
Bulldogs a 20-15 lead with 2:59 remaining in the second quarter.

The score was tied at 22-22 at halftime, but a layup by Isaak, o ff a pass from Emily Michael, put Highland
ahead 45-38 with 3:46 to  play in the fourth quarter. Mater Dei never got closer than five po ints the rest o f the
game.

Isaak led Highland with 14 po ints while Katie Hempen and Michael added 13 and 12 po ints, respectively. The
Bulldogs scored most o f their po ints in the second half on layups.

"They really took us out o f our o ffense the last time we played them, but today the girls did a nice job o f
setting some screens and working the ball inside," said Highland coach Matt Elledge. "Mater Dei didn't have
a good shooting day and that also  helped us."

Brooke Schulte led Mater Dei with 15 po ints while Ashley Rakers scored 13.

Nashville  51, Belleville  West  32 • The Hornettes (14-0) took a 13-6  first-quarter lead and led by 10 at
halftime and 15 after three quarters en route to  an impressive semifinal win. Senior Jennifer Moeller led
Nashville with 18 po ints, breaking the 1,000-po int mark for her career, while Melanie Rhine added 11 po ints.

"We did a good job o f being patient on o ffense and the credit fo r that goes to  the five girls who are on the
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"We did a good job o f being patient on o ffense and the credit fo r that goes to  the five girls who are on the
floor at any given time," said Nashville coach Wayne Harre, whose team advanced to  Wednesday night's
championship game against Highland.

West's Erika McCaster, who had 61 po ints in her first two tournament games, was held to  12 po ints.

"Jenna Morris did a good job o f chasing her and when she drove inside, we got good help," Harre said. "I
was worried about that because McCaster is capable o f beating you by herself."

"We didn't shoot well, but that was because o f their defense," said West coach Clayton Fisher. "Nashville
plays a style we haven't seen much so far. Edwardsville is kind o f similar in terms o f playing physical."

O'Fallo n 40, Carbo ndale 37 • O'Fallon bounced back from a first-round overtime loss to  Freeburg to  win
three straight games and earn the conso lation championship. It was the second consecutive conso lation
title at Mascoutah for O'Fallon, which improved to  8-5.

"I'll take 3-1 here because this tournament is loaded with talent," said Panthers coach Ryan Massey. "I'd just
like to  win that first one and get on the winners' side o f the bracket."

The Panthers led 19-8  at halftime but trailed 32-27 early in the fourth quarter before a 10-0  run, capped by a
basket by Taylor Klingelhoefer, put them ahead 37-32 with 1:35 remaining.

"The third quarter we came out and they just outplayed us," Massey said. "I was disappo inted with our effort
in that quarter, but more important, we had some po ise down the stretch and made some shots when we
needed to ."

Katie Roustio , O'Fallon's 6-2 sophomore center, missed the game with a sprained ankle. In her absence,
Klingelhoefer had a game-high 19 po ints.

Sarah Goodale led Carbondale with 13 po ints.

Breese Cent ral 66, Alt ho f f  31 • Senior Shelby Kohrmann had 29 po ints, including seven 3-po inters, as
Central picked up a surprisingly easy victory in the fifth-place game. The Cougars led 33-15 at halftime and
53-25 after three quarters.

"I was really proud o f the way the team responded after a tough loss last night (to  Highland in the
quarterfinals)," said Central coach Nathan Rueter. "It was a game where we definitely looked like we had a
plan o ffensively and we executed it well."

Taylor Voss added 12 po ints fo r the Cougars, who improved to  13-3. Jazmine Stubblefield led Althoff with 13
po ints.

"I to ld the girls in the locker room 'go home and don't think about basketball.' It's my job as a head coach to
figure out how to  fix this," said Althoff coach Lori Crunk. "I to ld them to  enjoy their three days o ff and we'll
come back to  practice and start over in the new year."

Althoff senior Janel Whitworth missed her second straight game with a left knee injury. She will have an MRI
Thursday and it's uncertain when she will be able to  play.

Breese Cent ral 52, Freeburg 29 • Jena Hemann scored 14 po ints and Shelby Kohrmann added 13 as
Central ro lled to  a lopsided win in a fifth-place semifinal. Caitlin Busch led Freeburg with eight po ints.

Saint Louis, MO
Schneider National

CLINICAL MANAGER , MANAGER CULINARY
SERVICES , ACT IVIT IES SUPRV 
Saint Louis, MO
Nazareth Living Center

HEALT HCARE 
Belleville, IL
Memorial Hospital

LEAD COOK 
Saint Louis, MO
Ameriserve

 

 PDFmyURL.com

http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=1376181&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=1375765&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=1377646&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3a80/f/ae/%2a/i%3B233299489%3B0-0%3B0%3B57215205%3B4307-300/250%3B39600829/39618616/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000775923/mnum=0000938927/cstr=1475526=_4d1cc377,1282124041,775923%5E938927%5E1183%5E0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=1475526/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.givinggivesback.com/%3Fcid%3Dbn_aol_f_anb_rn_dd_ppk_300x250%26priorityCode%3D4654500000
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


Alt ho f f  51, Masco ut ah 46 • The Crusaders got 11 po ints from Jazmine Stubblefield and 10 from Amarah
Brooks-Williams as they advanced to  face Breese Central in the fifth-place game. Danielle Amann-Stewart
led Mascoutah with 16 po ints while Jessica Scinto  added 12.

PREVIOUS TOURNAMENT COVERAGE

 MASCOUTAH • The Belleville West girls beat city rival Althoff for the second time in 10 days, and the
rematch was even more enjoyable for coach Clayton Fisher.

The Maroons, who defeated the Crusaders 67-57 on Dec. 18 at West, defeated Althoff 56-42 Tuesday
night in the quarterfinals of the Mascoutah Invitational. West (9-4) advances to a semifinal game
against Nashville at 1 p.m. Wednesday.

"We fouled too much, but as far as positioning and executing a game plan, that was our best defensive effort
o f the year," Fisher said. "The girls played fairly smart defense and that was the key."

West led 23-18 at halftime and expanded its lead to  42-28 on a layup by senior Erika McCaster with 32
seconds remaining in the third quarter.

"The first thing (Fisher) said when he came into  the locker room at halftime is '18  po ints is good.' He said to
keep it up in the second half and we did," McCaster said. "We're go ing to  celebrate because this is a pretty
big win for us."

McCaster scored 21 o f her game-high 28 po ints in the second half.

"The first half I was just go ing fast and I wasn't playing my game, so I went into  the locker room and went by
myself in the corner and to ld myself I had to  pick it up for us to  win," McCaster said.

"We ran a lo t o f sets in the second half to  iso late Erika where she could use her quickness," Fisher said.
"She made a couple nice passes and hit a couple huge threes. She got frustrated in the first half and that's a
credit to  (Jazmine) Stubblefield and her defense."

The loss dropped Althoff to  7-5. Crusaders senior Janel Whitworth injured her left knee in the second quarter
and didn't return.

"(The training staff) thinks it's just pinched, so  that's good news," said Althoff coach Lori Crunk. "You could
see her ankle braces give and then I saw her knee go and I'm like 'Oh, my gosh.' She'll be re-evaluated
(Wednesday), but right now we're thankful that it doesn't seem to  be anything worse."

West held 6-1 Crusaders center Amarah Brooks-Williams to  a season-low six po ints.

"Sami Voegtle did an incredible job on Amarah," Fisher said. "You look at the two and obviously Sami is not
as big, but she's a strong girl too . She put herself in the right spot all game."

"They had someone in front and someone behind and that's exactly what I would have done," Crunk said.
"We were having a hard time even getting it over to  her side. That's something to  work on for the second half
(o f the season)."

On the o ther end o f the floor, Althoff simply had no answer for McCaster, especially in the second half.
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"I can visualize several times where she went three o f our girls like they were in cement and never moved
and she would get the layup," Crunk said.

Alece Shumpert had 18 po ints to  lead the Crusaders. Voegtle added 10 po ints fo r West.

In o ther games Tuesday:

Nashville  32, Masco ut ah 15 • The Hornettes never allowed the host Indians more than five po ints in any
quarter as they advanced to  the semifinals.  Melanie Rhine led Nashville with 15 po ints.

"They slowed the pace down, which is fine," said Hornettes coach Wayne Harre. "You grind it out and you've
got to  make sure you keep your focus defensively. We try to  contest every shot." 

Highland 58, Breese Cent ral 51 • A 3-po int play by Kayla Martin gave Highland (11-2) a 49-44 lead with
4:14 remaining in the fourth quarter. Central twice got within two po ints, but a pair o f free throws by Katie
Hempen put the Bulldogs ahead 56-51 with 13 seconds to  play.

Hempen (18 po ints) and Martin (14) were the leading scorers for Highland, which will play Mater Dei in a
semifinal game at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday.

"It was a physical game and it's go ing to  come down to  free throws and Katie and Kayla hit some down the
stretch," said Bulldogs coach Matt Elledge. "The girls did what they needed to  do to  get to  the basket and get
some po ints."

Shelby Kohrmann had 17 po ints fo r Central, which will face Freeburg in a fifth-place semifinal at 8 :30 a.m.
Wednesday. April Gebke added 11 po ints and Jena Hemann had 10.

"We showed a lo t o f heart, but we weren't strong enough with the basketball," said Cougars coach Nathan
Rueter. "We came out o f the locker room timid and obviously way under aggressive for the style o f play that
was out there tonight. They scored 18 po ints in the first quarter and until my kids picked it up, they were in
to tal contro l o f thame."

Mat er Dei 67, Freeburg 37 •  In the first quarterfinal o f the championship bracket, a layup by Kayla
Eversgerd capped an 18-2 run by the Lady Knights and gave them a 26-9  lead with 4:06 remaining in the
second quarter. Mater Dei (13-0) never trailed by less than 16 po ints the rest o f the game.

Alexa Becker led the defending champions with 18 po ints. Kaley Boeckmann and Brooke Schulte added 15
and 12 po ints, respectively.

"I think we're picking up on our defense and it's starting to  show," said Mater Dei coach Dave Kohnen. "We
moved the ball pretty good and ran the break very well.

"Our biggest asset is our balance. Anybody can strike at any time."

Kelsey Robertson led Freeburg with nine po ints.

"If you lose and play well, you can still get a positive out o f it," said Midgets coach Fred Blumberg. "We didn't
play very well, but part o f that is Mater Dei's size and athletic ability. They're just so  big and quick and they
get the ball down the floor so  fast and they guard you so well."

O'Fallo n 53, Mo unt  Verno n 34 • In a conso lation quarterfinal, the Panthers bounced back from a first-
round overtime loss to  Freeburg by taking a 21-12 halftime lead and expanding it to  37-19 after three
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round overtime loss to  Freeburg by taking a 21-12 halftime lead and expanding it to  37-19 after three
quarters. Taylor Underwood scored 10 o f her team-high 14 po ints in the fourth quarter while Kendall Butler
had 10 po ints.

Jessica Green led Mount Vernon with 16 po ints; Haley Lockhart added 10.

Cent ralia 64, Belleville  East  44 • The Annies outscored the Lancers 18-6  in the third quarter en route to  a
win in the conso lation quarterfinals. Hannah Shores led Centralia with 25 po ints while Ashton Doza (14) and
Khadija Brown-Haywood (11) were also  in double figures.

Junior Mariah Sunkett led Belleville East with 16 po ints.

Okawville  48, Riverview Gardens 44 • Okawville, which had a 22-9  lead after one quarter, endured a
scoreless second quarter and trailed 36-34 after three quarters before rallying to  earn the victory in a
conso lation quarterfinal. Sophomore Megan Wienstroer led the Lady Rockets with 14 po ints.

Monique Rigsby and Rakilah Taylor had 11 po ints apiece for Riverview Gardens while Jasmine Ball added
10 po ints.

Carbo ndale 62, Carlyle  59 • The Terriers, who led 19-8  after one quarter before falling behind 54-45 early
in the fourth quarter, rallied in the final minute to  pick up the win. Elaina Robinson had 22 po ints fo r
Carbondale while McKena Miller and Zamorrow Glispie added 16 and 10 po ints, respectively.

Sophomore Paige Rakers had a game-high 23 po ints fo r Carlyle. Bobby Harris added 12 po ints.

•O'Fallo n 57, Cent ralia 52: Kendall Butler (16 po ints) was one o f three players in double figures for
O'Fallon, which advanced to  Wednesday's 2:30 p.m. conso lation championship game against Carbondale.
Taylor Klingelhoefer and Taylor Underwood added 12 and 10 po ints, respectively, fo r the Panthers.

Ashton Doza (16 po ints) and Hannah Shores (12) were the top scorers for Centralia.

Carbo ndale 44, Okawville  36 • Sarah Goodale had a team-high 16 po ints to  help as Carbondale won a
conso lation semifinal. Alysssa Brammeier had 16 po ints fo r Okawville while Megan Wienstroer added 12.

 PREVIOUS T OURNAMENT  COVERAGE

A little change of pace made a big difference for the Mascoutah girls Monday night.

The host Indians, who trailed 13-12 after one quarter, held Carbondale to 11 points in the second half
en route to a 42-30 victory in the first round of the Mascoutah Invitational.

Mascoutah (8-2) advances to the quarterfinals, where it will face Nashville at 7 p.m. Tuesday.

"The tempo o f the game changed after the first quarter," said Indians coach Terry Moeller. "They were flying
up and down the court and we had to  stop that.

"We stopped pressing and tried to  work on the half-court defense. Once we did that, their shot was selection
wasn't as good."

The score was tied at 19-19 at halftime, but a 10-2 Mascoutah run, capped by a bank shot from Sierra
McCoy, made the score 31-21 with 2:18 remaining in the third quarter. Carbondale never got closer than six
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points the rest o f the game.

"Jasmine (Harris) had a couple buckets and we had a spell where we stuck the ball inside and Danielle
(Amann-Stewart) had some nice shots underneath," Moeller said.

Amann-Stewart, a 5-9  senior, had a game-high 20 po ints while Harris added 13.

"Danielle is very strong inside and she posts up very well," Moeller said. "She really had to  work hard
because it was very physical tonight."

"Before the second half, we talked in the locker room and we knew this could be our game," Amann-Stewart
said. "We had to  step up and get the ball inside and get more physical.

"Part o f our game is pushing the ball up the floor and getting in transition. When we do that, we really work
together and get the ball inside."

Sarah Goodale had nine po ints fo r Carbondale, which will play Carlyle in a quarterfinal game at 1 p.m.
Tuesday.

NASHVILLE 61, CARLYLYE 27 • The Hornettes, who led by five (22-17) at halftime, outscored Carlyle 18-5
in the third quarter. Melanie Rhine led a balanced Nashville o ffense with 12 po ints while Breanna Pelker
added 10 po ints.

Cati Funderburk had 11 po ints fo r Carlyle, which didn't score a field goal in the second half.

MAT ER DEI 81, MOUNT  VERNON 27  • The defending champion Knights (11-0) took a 44-11 halftime lead
and cruised to  an easy win in the opening game of the tournament. Ashley Rakers and Kaley Boeckmann
scored 19 and 13 po ints, respectively, while Mallo ry Mensing and Brooke Schulte added 12 po ints apiece.
Cheyenne Piper had 11 po ints fo r Mount Vernon.

FREEBURG 52, O'FALLON 50 (OT )  • Freeburg, which led 11-5 after one quarter but trailed 37-32 after three
quarters, came back to  beat the Panthers in overtime. Danielle Wilson (17 po ints) and Taylor Po indexter (14)
were the leading scorers for the Midgets (5-5), who will face Mater Dei in a quarterfinal game at 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday.

"I don't think we're go ing to  blow O'Fallon away, but we were hoping if we could stay in the ballgame, we had
a good shot," said Freeburg coach Fred Blumberg. "We led big early, but a team like O'Fallon is go ing to
come back.

"The size difference hurt us quite a bit, but we got some good bounces and boxed out at some key times
and won it at the end."
Katie Roustio , a 6-2 sophomore, led O'Fallon (5-5) with 16 po ints before fouling out in overtime while Kaitlin
Kendall added 10. The Panthers will face Mount Vernon in a conso lation quarterfinal at 8 :30 a.m. Tuesday.

"I thought we played pretty hard, but what killed us was lackadaisical passing in the second half o ff o f
rebounds," said O'Fallon coach Ryan Massey. "Four times we got defensive rebounds and threw it away.
Late in the game, with Roustio  out, we couldn't get a rebound."

HIGHLAND 53, CENTRALIA 36•Trailing 11-8  after the first quarter, the Bulldogs (10-2) outscored the Annies
26-13 over the next two quarters. Trina Isaak (13 po ints) and Katie Hempen (12) were the leading scorers for
Highland, which advanced to  Tuesday's 4 p.m. quarterfinal against Breese Central.
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Highland, which advanced to  Tuesday's 4 p.m. quarterfinal against Breese Central.

Ashton Doza had a team-high nine po ints fo r Centralia.

BREESE CENT RAL 51, BELLEVILLE EAST  50  • Jena Hemann sank two free throws with 7.6  seconds
remaining to  lift the Cougars (10-2) over the Lancers. Shelby Kohrmann led Central with 14 po ints while April
Gebke had 13 and Hemann had 11.

Junior Mariah Sunkett had 16 po ints and 15 rebounds for East while Alexis Brown had 13 po ints. East (5-6)
will play Centralia in a conso lation semifinal at 10 a.m. Tuesday.

ALT HOFF 61, RIVERVIEW GARDENS 35  • The Crusaders, who lost in overtime to  Mater Dei in the 2009
championship game, got 27 po ints from 6-1 senior Amarah Brooks-Williams. Jazmine Stubblefield added
12 po ints fo r Althoff (7-3), which will face city rival Belleville West in a quarterfinal game at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday.
Jasmine Ball led Riverview Gardens with nine po ints.

BELLEVILLE WEST  65, OKAWVILLE 56  • Senior Erika McCaster, who recently became West's all-time
leading scorer, had another huge game with 33 po ints. Samantha Voegtle and Emily Becker had 13 and 10
po ints, respectively, fo r the Maroons, who improved to  8-4.

Sophomore Megan Wienstroer had 26 po ints fo r Okawville, which will face Riverview Gardens in a
conso lation quarterfinal at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday.

"Okawville is a fine team," said West coach Clayton Fisher. "I think we're a little better, but give them all the
credit in the world. "Our scouting report, believe it o r not, did say 'don't leave No. 35 (Wienstroer) open' but
sometimes it doesn't get from my mouth to  the chalkboard to  their brains in the most efficient manner.

"Offensively, when we're clicking, we're tough. Defensively, we struggle and we're not very strong physically.
But it's no secret Erika was by far the quickest girl on the floor, so  every loose ball, she had her hands on it."
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